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INTRODUCTION 

 
This annual plan of work is provided to assist in the implementation of the 2010 
activities of the Root River Soil and Water Conservation District.  This document is 
intended to provide guidance in planning and scheduling in a manner consistent with 
district policy, in order to achieve the long range goals of the district. 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Root River Soil and Water Conservation District's purpose is to provide assistance 
to cooperators in managing the natural resources on their land.  In addition the district 
will continue to educate people on local conservation issues and concerns, in order to 
fortify and perpetuate the conservation movement. 
 
 

AUTHORITY 
 
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103C.201 authorized the formation of the Root River 
SWCD. 
 
Minnesota Statues Chapter 103C.005, soil and water conservation policy states: 
 
"to encourage land occupiers to conserve the soil and water resources through 

implementation of practices that effectively reduce or prevent erosion, 
sedimentation, siltation and agriculturally related pollution in order to preserve 
natural resources, ensure continued soil productivity, control floods, prevent 
impairment of dams and reservoirs, assist in maintaining the navigability of 
rivers and harbors, preserve wildlife, protect the tax base and protect public 
lands." 

 
In order to assist land users the Root River SWCD will carry out all district programs 
in accordance with the powers and duties outlined in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 
103C.331. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL BOUNDARIES 
 
Houston County lies in the extreme southeastern corner of Minnesota bounded by the 
Mississippi River on the east, Iowa on the south, Fillmore County on the west and 
Winona County on the north.  The County consists of seventeen townships.   
 

 

 
 
 

The Root River flows through the northern half of the county.  There are four smaller 
watersheds which flow directly into the Mississippi River and a portion along the south 
and southwest flows into the Upper Iowa Watershed.  The topography of the district is 
very irregular with elevation extremes of over 600 feet.  Many of the hilltops are over 
400 feet above the flood plains and are within a fraction of a mile in distance. 
 

 

Caledonia 
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ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY 
 
The Root River SWCD was organized in 1939, encompassing all of Houston County 
and the eastern portion of Fillmore County.   In the 1960s the boundaries were revised, 
with the Fillmore County portion of the District merging with West Fillmore SWCD 
and leaving Root River SWCD with our own present boundary.   
 
The district was formed because people in the valleys were concerned about flooding.  
Also upland users had their problems with erosion which was causing ditches and lower 
yields on cropland.  These problems and concerns caused incomes to fall therefore 
survival of the family farm units were threatened. 
 
In many instances land users accepted conservation practices on the land as an 
alternative to abandoning the farm.  The results which these land operators obtained 
were recognized and adopted by their neighbors. Since the district was formed 
conservation practices have been installed on over 90% of the farms. 
 
Some land users have only treated part of their land.  Change of land users have seen 
many of the practices removed.  At first, the new land users did not recognize the need 
for practices until they developed problems.  This indicates that the district has a 
critical role in maintaining the practices installed and continues to strive to have all 
resources used according to their capabilities for continued production. 
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Root River SWCD Staff 2010 

 
 

Ralph Tuck – District Manager 
Ron Meiners – Soil Conservationist 

Rich Stemper – Technician  
Dave Walter – Technician 

Janice Messner – Secretary   
Tim Amberg – Forester 

 
Jason Rochester – Feedlot Technician, JPB Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRCS Staff 2010 
Gary Larson – District Conservationist  

Lance Klessig – Soil Conservation Technician  
Mary Staggemeier – Assistant 
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ROOT RIVER SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
SUPERVISORS 

 
 

 
 

Back Row:  Douglas W. Meyer, Tony Becker, & Glenn Kinneberg, 
Front Row:  Joe McManimon & Vernon Fruechte 

 
Supervisor District #1 -- Douglas W. Meyer 

Term Expires December 31, 2013 
Supervisor for: 

La Crescent Township & Village--Hokah Township & Village 
Mound Prairie Township--Union Township 

 
Supervisor District #2 – Tony Becker 

Term Expires December 31, 2013 
Supervisor for: 

Brownsville Township & Village--Crooked Creek Township--Jefferson Township 
 

Supervisor District #3 – Glenn Kinneberg 
Term Expires December 31, 2012 

Supervisor for: 
Black Hammer Township--Spring Grove Township & Village--Wilmington Township 

 
Supervisor District #4 -- Vernon Fruechte 

Term Expires December 31, 2012 
Supervisor for: 

Caledonia Township & Village--Eaten Village--Mayville Township 
Winnebago Township 

 
Supervisor District #5 -- Joseph McManimon 

Term Expires December 31, 2012 
Supervisor for: 

Houston Township & Village--Money Creek Township--Sheldon Township 
Yucatan Township 
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SUPERVISORS NOMINATION DISTRICT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Houston County, Minnesota

 

Doug  
Meyer 

Tony Becker 

Vernon Fruechte 

Glenn 
Kinneberg 

Joe  
McManimon 
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2010 DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

In 2010 the following practices were installed with state cost-share funds to control high 
priority erosion problems. 
   7   Critical Area Plantings - $18,861.39 

  4  Diversions - $2,153.19 
   1 Waste Facility Cover - $45,500.00 
   7 Grade Stabilization Structures - $38,121.11 
            13 Grassed Waterways - $46,223.82 
   5 Streambank & Shoreline Protection - $69,111.03 
 11 Terraces - $13,481.51  
   3  Restoration & Management of Declining Habitats - $5,668.07 

  5    Pond Maintenance - $37,014.30 
  1 Water & Sediment Control Basin Maintenance - $1,361.25 

 
      Total  $ 277,495.67 
 
 
The enormous task of servicing requests for flood damage assistance to our area 
landowners after the 2007 and 2008 flood events is nearly complete and our landscape is 
slowly returning back to a more normal state. 
 
Since those devastating floods of 2007 and 2008 the following projects have been either 
repaired or installed: 
 
 48 Grassed Waterways 
 52  Pond Clean Outs/Maintenance 
 66  Critical Area Plantings 
 12  Diversions 
 13 Terrace Systems 
   7 Streambank Restoration projects 
 35  Grade Stabilization Structures 
   4  Waste Storage Facilities 
Along with several windbreaks, push-up ponds, water and sediment control basins and 
our annual workload of installing contour strips and other assistance. 
 
However, even though we have installed and repaired numerous practices on many 
critical sites there is much work left to be done.  Most of our county is still in a very 
fragile condition.  The Root River SWCD is continuing to work with landowners to 
meet tomorrow’s challenges.  It is our goal that through planning and implementation 
of additional conservation practices and various watershed projects the impact of 
future flood events can be minimized. 
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